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FCC TAKES NEXT STEP TOWARD $2 BILLION
RURAL BROADBAND EXPANSION

Innovative Connect America Fund Phase II Reverse Auction Planned for 2018
  

WASHINGTON, August 3, 2017 – The Federal Communications Commission today took the 
next step toward launching an auction that will provide nearly $2 billion over ten years to expand 
high-speed Internet access to consumers and businesses in rural areas that are currently unserved 
by fixed broadband.

This proceeding represents the first use of an auction by the FCC to allocate ongoing Connect 
America Fund support for fixed broadband and voice services in rural areas. Use of this market-
based “reverse auction” mechanism will enable the FCC to expand and support high-quality rural 
fixed broadband and voice services at a lower cost and to maximize the value of its investment.

The auction will commence in 2018.  The Public Notice adopted today by the FCC seeks 
comment on the proposed application and bidding procedures for the auction, including how 
interested parties can qualify to participate in the auction, how bidders will submit their bids, and 
how the FCC will process bids to determine the winners and support amounts.

This first-of-its-kind auction of support for fixed broadband and voice service is expected to 
attract parties that have never participated in an FCC auction. Recognizing that, the FCC’s Rural 
Broadband Auctions Task Force, along with the Wireline Competition Bureau and Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau, plan to provide detailed educational materials and hands-on 
practice opportunities in advance of the auction. 

For more information about the auction, visit https://www.fcc.gov/connect-america-fund-phase-
ii-auction or e-mail RBATF@fcc.gov.

Action by the Commission August 3, 2017 by Public Notice (FCC 17-101). Chairman Pai, 
Commissioners Clyburn and O’Rielly approving and issuing separate statements.

AU Docket No. 17-182

###

Office of Media Relations: (202) 418-0500
ASL Videophone: 1-844-432-2275

TTY: (888) 835-5322



Twitter: @FCC
www.fcc.gov/office-media-relations

This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes 
official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


